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the holy fasting; and that, according to another tradition save the one
just above described, such defaulters, if they intend to atone for their
past neglect, shall have to fast sixty days for each day so lost, and
to daily feed sixty paupers till the last day of Ramazan. The above
detailed reasonable causes only as sickness, superannuation, etc., entitle
people to exemption according to religion. But in that case even
they must give alms according to their means or must as already said
fast an equal number of days at any other time of the year. Moha-
mmedanism avers that every pious good Mussulman, on being admitted
into heaven, will be provided with nymphs or how is, according to hie
virtuous deeds ; but to him observing the fast an additional number
will be allotted. The month of Ramazan has a celebrated* night
termed " shab-i-Jcadar" or the night of greatness and pre-eminence,
happening once only within the month. Opinions vary and traditions
differ as to the actual night m question, but from reliable authorities
it is asserted that it occurs on one day of the month, twenty-seventh
being the surest day of its | occurrence. Influenced by the motive
to benefit by the blessings of the happiest hour, all orthodox Mussul-
mans keep up for nights together watching for it, but the majority
do not succeed, as the knowledge of the hour is confined to a select
few. Ramazan> in a clearer sense, means the time only for worship
$nd prayers and not for any earthly object. In Ramazan, Mussulmans
must, so says their religion, thoroughly abstain, or try to abstain from
wordly things and pursuits, as much as they can, in order that they
may not be tempted to render unholy these fasts. Any person,
who, notwithstanding all temptations, observes the Hamazan in its
entirety, is said to be more meritorious than those who Iiava fasted in
retirement. In Ramazan eveiy Mussulman is expected to strictly
adhere to all the prescribed forms of prayers, to drain their coffers
for the poor, and to do every sort of good he can to obtain his salva-
tion in the world to come, and to enjoy Grod's favour in the world
here. _Xhe only, noticeable prayer of Ramazan which is a special
service kept apart from others and exclusively held in connection with

* See Alcoran, Chapter 97.
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